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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
I want to thank everyone who attended our July 11, 
2000 meeting for your steadfast attention and 
patience. We literally had a packed house with over 
60 people in attendance. I guarantee that our P.A. 
System difficulties will be resolved by the next 
meeting. 
Congratulations to Sandy Vernon, Windy Krepel, 
and Linda Martens, our Top Cats ladies who partic-
ipated in the 1,200 mile Pony Express Ride. It was 
an outstanding and rewarding effort by all for a 
most worthwhile cause. We are very proud of you! 
We are approaching the October 1, 2000 Fourth 
Annual Top Cat Charity Ride very rapidly. Our 
Charity Ride Co-chairs, Ric Case, Ray & Diane 
Caprio and their committee members have been 
working diligently to set the foundation for this, 
our BIGGEST and most important event of the 
year. 
The framework is set. The flyers are finished, all 
12,000. The posters are printed. The raffle tickets 
are in. The corporate sponsorship brochures are 
completed. 
NOW, ALL TOP CATS, need to implement the plan 
and get to work. How? 
Get involved. Call Ric Case, or Ray and Diane 
Caprio to volunteer. 
Start distributing flyers. 
Put posters and flyers at local businesses. 
Contact corporations for sponsorships. 
Sell raffles tickets. 
What ever it takes to reach our club goal of raising 
at least double of last year's $16,000 that we gave 
NISRA. We can do it! 
For upcoming ride and event information consult 
your Cruise Calendar, or our Website - www.top-
cats.org  or the Top cats Hotline - 847-622-3501. 
For those of you heading to Sturgis have a great 
time and ride safe.Our next general membership 
meeting is August 1, 2000. See you there. 

Ride Safe. 

Your Prez, 

Gray Ghost 

Little Sturgis 
Little Sturgis Ride 
by Hawkeye 

On Friday, June 16, eleven Top Cats met at Egg 
Harbor at 8:00 AM for the ride to Davenport. As 
usual, Bard Boand was the Road Captain for this 
ride, leading Steve Clark, Carl Hart, Jim Irvine, 
Terry Kumro, Rik Lowry, Mike Mallen, Chuck 
Prettyman, Gordon Tapley, and myself. Despite the 
prediction of rain, the weather was warm and 
mostly sunny as we pulled out. Within a few miles, 
the look on the horizon changed our rain outlook 
from "iffy", to "whenny", so we stopped to put on 
the rain gear. And the rain started within a half 
hour. We picked up Joe Rabanus along the way, 
and we had about 40 minutes of rain, although it 
never got too bad. By the time we had our first gas 
stop in Byron, we had pretty much passed through 
the wet stuff, and were heading west to bluer skies. 
We had a nice ride down the Rock River to 
Sterling, and took 1-88 to 1-80 into Davenport. We 
hit the Radisson around 1:30 and after unloading 
the luggage, the bikes looked like they had been 
"rode hard, and put up wet." I'd never ridden in 
the rain, so I'd never seen my bike look so filthy. 
John Lunde rode up by himself, arriving later in 
the afternoon. Taz and Windy Krepel rode in near 
dinner time with Susan Tabordon, John Fraccaro, 
and Jimmy, a friend of the Krepel's. We all grouped 
up and went our separate ways for dinner. After 
dinner we went to the event in the park. It was 
about like last year. Too few vendors, average 
music, but a lot of nice bikes to look at. 
Saturday morning was sunny and warm. My 
friend, Alan, from Cedar Rapids rode his Heritage 
Softail in and joined us for the days ride. Since my 
road name is Hawkeye, and we were in the 
Hawkeye State, Bard enlisted me to lead the ride 
down the river to Burlington. Taz, Windy, Joe, 

Page 1 -  
CONTINUED ON PAGE....4 



THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT 

The perfect tool to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heady gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 
dual safety stops at 3 levels. Expands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
nand y's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Oavidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
****Accessories 
****Chrome Plating 
* * * *powder Coating 

WE CAN as I T ALL ! 
11013 Route 47, PO Box 516, 

Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@a hotmail.com) 

Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aoLcom) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 
(obrienirvine@prodigy.com) 

Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	847/394-0326 
(ihawkeye50@a aol.com) 

Founder 	Carl"Virgo" Bender 	847/732-2767 
(carlbender@aoLcom) 

Past President 	Ric Case 	 847/363-1542 
(richard .I.case@al ac.ameritec.co  m) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 

NEXT MEETING: August 1, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (info@gotravelinc.com) 	815/459-9345 
Charity 	Ric Case (ric.Lcase@alac .ameritec .com) 	847/634-6402 

Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com ) 	630/837-0849 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	 847/803-0002 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 
Products 	 Alicia Kumm 	 847/639-4009 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 

John Kahles 	 847/566-7756 

Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net) 	 815/356-0023 
Safety 	Wayne `°I1aw1& ' K rkpal is (wk'vicpa177( aolmm) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I .case@alac.ameritec .com) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com ) 	847/732-2767 

Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jake.k12.0.us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3(a aol.com) 847-537-8989 

I Complete Detaii/'iq Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

(z~ 17) 52641'99 
110 South Main Sireet Wauconda, IL. 60084 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

(It's riding season, not writing season, so my heart's 
not in this stuff this month!) 
Surprise? More than 66% of car/motorcycle acci-
dents are caused by cars according to NHTSA.The 
prevailing cause is failure to yield the right of way as 
in turning left in front of you. 
Harley E-commerce. Go to Harley-davidson.com  
and go shopping in the Road Store. Over 1,000 
products available for purchase for direct delivery 
or dealer pick up. 
American know how? Before Ducati was purchased 
from Cagiva by the Texas Pacific Group, production 
was 25 bikes per day. Ducati production is now up 
to 200 bikes per day. 
Love Ride. One of California's biggest rides is the 
annual Love Ride, held this coming November 12th. 
Jay Leno will lead it again and, if you're interested in 
a great November ride, visit www.loveride.org , or 
call (818) 246-5618 ext7. 
Sturgis. For a quick look at this year's activities, visit 
www.sturgisrallyandraces.com . 
Synthetic Oil. It's good stuff!! In last month's ROAR 
we published a reprint of a spoof on synthetic oil. It 
was a JOKE!!  Synthetic oil is great stuff for the 
majority of engines! 
Lock It! If you have soft leather bags and want to 
lock 'em up, try Harley's part number 46109-98, for 
around $40.00. They should fit most any soft 
saddlebags with straps. 
Crazy Horse Ride. Camel will host the Camel Ride 
to Crazy Horse on Aug 10th at Sturgis this year. 
Cost is $20 a head and you'll leave from the Camel 
Roadhouse at 10:00 am. 
2000 International H.O.G Rally. This year's 
International H.O.G. Rally was held in Milwaukee, 
WI, June 22 - 25. Top Cats were well represented 
with Bard and Kathy Boand, Rik and Mary Fran 
Lowry, Jim and Ruth Irvine,Terry and Alicia Kumro, 
George and Chris Lax,Vince and Judy O'Leary, John 
and Sue Kahles, and me and Lorraine. At Jim and 
Rik's urging, Terry and I attended Harley -
Davidson's Rider's Edge seminar and previewed 
their Group riding video. Good initiative on H-D's 
part but the video, while entertaining, could have 
been much more accurate and procedurely correct. 
Terry procured their workbooks for possible use in 
our Group Riding Course. Look for improvements 
in future courses. 
`Nuther Law Suit.The city of Sturgis, and the Sturgis 
Area Chamber of Commerce have sued Sturgis 
Rally and Races, Inc. over the use of the name 
Sturgis. Worst case: The courts issue an injunction 

on Bike Week until the issue is settled. 
Even Worse Case:They try to enforce it! 
Triumph Emerges. Triumph Motorcycles has grown 
from 80 people in 1991 to over 650 today with pro-
duction running at 100 bikes a day. Watch for 
Triumph to introduce an all new version of the leg-
endary Bonneville. 
Moto Guzzi. Now that Aprilla S.P.A. has purchased 
Moto Guzzi N.A., watch for more Guzzi improve-
ments. 
Two -Wheel Drive? Yep.Yamaha is developing a sys-
tem with Ohlin of Sweden that will make the front 
wheel the drive wheel when the rear wheel slips. 
Just when I thought I knew how to ride! 
Franklin Mint. Ever wonder how Franklin Mint can 
deliver a teeny weeny hand - made Harley in two 
weeks when it takes the Motor Company, with their 
high - tech assembly lines, 12 months? 

Biker Culture 

In our culture, elder statesmen are given due 
respect. Same way with the community of motorcy-
clists. How do you know if you have earned the title 
"Old Biker?" Try this test... You're an old biker if: 

•You and your teeth don't sleep together anymore. 
•You try to straighten out the wrinkles in your 
socks and discover you aren't wearing any. 

• It takes two tries to get off the bike after a long 
day's ride. 

•Your idea of a night out is sifting on the patio. 
•When Happy Hour is a nap. 
•Your idea of weight lifting is getting the bike off 
the kickstand. 

•At Sturgis and your energy runs out before your 
money runs out. 

• It takes longer to rest than it did to get tired. 
•Your little black book has more entries preceded 
with Dr. than with Ms. 

•You climb into a rocking chair and can't get it going. 
•Getting "Lucky" means you found your bike in 
the bar parking lot. 

•You look for your bandanna for an hour when 
it's on your head 

•You sink your teeth into a road - house steak 
and they stay there. 

•You give up all of your bad habits and you still 
don't feel good. 

Page 3 



CONTINUED FROM PAG E....1 

Susan and John told us to go on ahead as Joe had 
a little problem with his bike. I put on my Captain 
America flag jacket and led the rest of the group 
out of town to get gas. We never did hook up with 
Taz, since we had too much of a head start, but 
upon returning Taz had a story to tell me. They 
stopped at the same gas station, and asked the 
attendant at the station if he'd seen a group of 12 
bikes, and when they'd left. The guy said, "yeah, 
there was a group about an hour ago led by some 
chick on a Jap bike wearing some red, white and 
blue number." For some reason, that remark really 
tickled Taz. 
We followed the Great River Road south to 
Muscatine, where I had hoped to find a little 2 lane 
road that barely showed on the map as really hug-
ging the river for about 25 miles. It was called X61. 
I found it, and it had the special Great River Road 
markers on it. It was a TERRIFIC road. Nice 
sweeping turns, great scenic views of the river. 
There was virtually no traffic as we passed through 
little towns with 20 houses clustered together, and 
too small to be mentioned on the map. Everything 
was going great . . .until I came to the sign that said 
PAVEMENT ENDS.!!! I'd never seen a sign like 
that before, either in a car, or on a bike. After my 
initial bewilderment, I figured this must be just a 
little stretch under repair or something, and I 
decided to press on. The paved road must be just 
around the next bend. After all, it still was marked 
with the Great River road signs. WRONG! Around 
the next bend was a LONG stretch of gravel, fol-
lowed by more bends and long stretches of gravel 
road. After about a mile and a half, I came up upon 
a farmer on a tractor. I yelled out, "How much far-
ther to the paved road?" He points to his ears and 
yells back, "Got earplugs in, can't hear ya.": Now 
here's some Iowa farmer living in the middle of a 
GREAT, BIG EMPTY, who probably doesn't see 20 
cars a year on that road, much less 20 motorcycles 
in formation, and he doesn't think that's a big 
enough occasion to take the damn plugs out of his 
ears to find out what I'm saying! 
Pressing on, we came back to the paved road after 
a total of about 3 miles (thank goodness). But for 
15 minutes all I can see in my rearview mirror, is 
20 bikes riding through a cloud of dust. All I can 
think about is how pissed everybody must be at 
me for dragging them through this mess. (Did I 

mention that many of us had washed our bikes 
that morning before the ride?) I figured Carl Hart 
would tear the Road Captain rocker right off my 
vest, for getting his bike dirty again. (and maybe 
tear me a new something else) But after a very 
pleasant ride into Burlington, and finding a nice 
lunch spot called the Big Muddy, right on the river, 
my fellow Top Cats were quite understanding. 
Especially Alicia Kumro, (the sweetheart) who 
probably ate more dirt than anybody, being on the 
back of Terry's bike. 
Lessons Learned: 1. When traveling on a dusty 
gravel road, it's GOOD to be the lead dog. ) Lesson 
Learned 2. Most Top Cat riders have seen about 
everything on their travels, and take things in 
stride, and deal with it. BUT, all are very clever 
when it comes to the "good-natured kidding" por-
tion of the lunch hour. 
We crossed over to the Illinois side of the river for 
the ride back. (The Iowa side was much more 
scenic). We stopped at a little park on the river, 
where Terry Kumro showed off some unique tal-
ents, such as walking on water in the Mississippi 
River, AND he showed us the proper technique for 
getting his bagger airborne in a stunt jump. (pho-
tos will be posted on the website) We put on about 
160 miles on the ride, and everybody seemed to 
have enjoyed our excursion. That night, Bard 
road-captained the walk over to the Duck City 
Bistro, where the owner remembered him from last 
year, for some fine dining and drinking. 
Sunday morning proved to be a beautiful day for a 
ride, and Bard led us north up the Great River 
Road, through Clinton, Sabula, St. Donatus, and a 
scenic stop in Belleville. Then on to Dubuque, and 
across the river to Galena. We lunched on Main 
Street at Grant's (named after the President whose 
picture is on the $50 bill). Then after a brief walk 
through town, it was time for the Banzai Run east 
on the Stagecoach Trail to Lena. From there, it was 
Route 20 back to our neck of the woods. My 
odometer showed 630 miles door to door. 
It was a nice weekend of riding, laughing, and 
good fellowship. Fortunately, there were no 
reports of any mishaps, so I assume everyone 
arrived home safe and sound. (well, safe anyway). 
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2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

HOURS 
I MARIE! DAVIDSON I 	M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 

CILWfr"  SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Sturgeitis Is Not Curable! 
By Traveler 

This time of year the bike is usually all prepped 
and the bags are half packed for Sturgis. The rider 
is psyched and ready to go NOW! The only thing 
between you and Sturgis is a few days and 987 
miles. We all get in the mode of thinking, "Man, 
this is the longest wait I've ever had before 
Sturgis." With this mind set, new riders, good rid-
ers, and great riders roar off west and never real-
ize what they forgot until the end of the first day 
of riding. The medical community calls this 
"Sturgeitis." Well...just in case you are suffering 
from a bit of Sturgeitis, here are some things to 
keep in mind during your trip. 
Needles Highway, Iron Mountain Road, and other 
great stretches of blacktop in the Sturgis area all 
have the same hazards. Be cautious of debris in 
curves. Some roads have high speed, downhill 
curves that may contain sand, road debris or the 
oil and gas of the last bike that took the curve too 
hot and crashed. 
On curves remember the basics; LOOK for a clear 
road ahead, BRAKE to a speed that matches your 
ability, your bike and the road conditions, LEAN to 
maintain your line through the curve and, ACCEL-
ERATE to maintain stability. If you cross the cen-
ter line, or your front end wobbles through the 
curve, or you have to brake near the apex, you 
better go take a few practice lessons. Rule of 
thumb: Enter most curves from the outside track 
and exit on the inside track. 
On July 4th this year, I lost an acquaintance in a 
motorcycle accident on Mt. Evans in Colorado. Bill 
was riding downhill from the top, overheated his 
brakes, lost control, went over the side of the 
mountain and impacted so hard, it broke his hel-
met. Bill would have been 44 this August. When 
you ride long downhills, or you're on the brakes a 
lot, remember that they can overheat and fade. 
Conserve your brakes by downshifting, slowing 
down, using just enough front and rear brake to 
slow you and, if you sense that your brakes are 
fading, pull off and let them cool down. Also 
remember, at altitude (above 10,000 feet) any air 
in your brake lines will expand resulting in dimin-
ished, or loss of, braking power. 
Traffic is often bad at Sturgis. Cars and trucks 
don't mix well with thousands of bikes, and rook-
ie riders don't mix well with anything. Keep alert 
for distracted drivers but also watch out for those 

first year, know - it - all riders who can't handle a 
bike while sober, let alone after a drink or two. 
Weather in Sturgis is anything it wants to be. I 
was hailed on in July 1999, sweated all week in 
August 1999, got drenched in 1998, and saw snow 
in 1971. Prepare for all kinds of weather, ride 
accordingly, and always carry a jacket and rain 
gear right along with your sunscreen. Some of the 
planes of Wyoming have cross winds of 40 mph! 
You really have an appreciation for forearm mus-
cles when you countersteer all day in heavy cross-
winds. Pull off under an overpass to rest out of 
the wind occasionally. 
It seems that, no matter where you ride in 
Sturgis, the sun will set on you before you get 
back to your bunk. Always carry those night 
glasses for you and your co rider. 
Alcohol is a part of the Sturgis environment 
whether you drink or not. If you drink, do so con-
servatively and ride the same way. If you don't, 
keep an eye on your fellow rider who does. Either 
way, be particularly alert at night for rookie rid-
ers who's blood - alcohol content is five times 
higher than their IQ. 
When you are in the last stages of Sturgeitis it is 
commonly called Homeitis. Symptomatic to both 
stages is a driving need to "Get there" no matter 
the distance, weather, fatigue. This symptom 
manifests itself in catatonic stares at the long 
highway ahead of you. It is often followed by doz-
ing off and can be fatal. Be careful on the ride out 
and back. If you sense you're getting tired and 
you find yourself staring listlessly ahead, pull off 
and walk around or exercise. Better yet, pull off 
and get some sleep unless your life and the life of 
your co rider  really does depend on keeping up 
with the group. 
Be security conscious at Sturgis. Yes, there was a 
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time when bikers respected the property of each 
other. Someone stole that too. Always lock your 
scooter and your stuff. 
Be prepared to get stopped by the cops. Have your 
license, registration and insurance easily accessi-
ble. The more time it takes you to find them, the 
more time a cop has to think of something else to 
ticket you for. Rule of thumb: If stopped, you and 
your co rider stay on the bike with your hands on 
your head until directed otherwise. It calms the 
officer to know you're not a threat. Being polite is 
a lot easier to do than crawling in the back of a 
patrol car with your hands cuffed behind your 
back. (I'm told.) 
A severe case of Sturgeitis will cause acute mem-
ory loss of all maintenance skills. It will only take 
one flat tire in the middle of nowhere (Right 
Ric?), one dead battery on the highway (Right 
Tiger?), one blown alternator in the middle on 
town in the rain (Right Fritz?) to convince you 
that parts wear out at the most inconvenient 
time. Carry a quart of oil with you, take the time 
to check fluid levels throughout the day and 
check for loose stuff. If you have an estimated 
2,000 miles left on a tire, change it before Sturgis! 
If your battery is two years old, change it before 
Sturgis! If your sparkplugs are a year old, change 
them before Sturgis! If your co rider is more than 
45 years old...(0h never mind.) When in doubt, 
replace it! 
Over packing for the Sturgis trip is another com-
mon symptom of Sturgeitis. The impact isn't real-
ized until you get Homeitis and try to pack for 
your return trip. You'll soon realize that clean, 
pressed, folded clothes, in waterproof baggies, 
take up twice as much saddlebag space when 
they're dirty and crammed back into those baggies 
after a week. Add to that, the money you wasted 
because you have no room for the new chaps, new 
jacket, and hundreds of T-shirts you bought for 
every friend and living relative you have! Go out 
to Sturgis light and return with saddlebags full of 
the good deals you got from the rookie in front of 
the Alex Johnson Hotel who couldn't get all his 
new stuff loaded the morning he was going home. 
One Final Tip...Sturgis is never the same. Never! 
You'll always see something new time after time. 
This year, enjoy the natural beauty, the cama-
raderie of riding with Top Cats, and the fun of rid-
ing with hundreds of thousands of great 
Americans because it'll be even better next year. 

2000 Yamaha V-Star Classic 
by Hawkeye 

When Mark Kovalsky, the owner of Powe, 
Motorsports in Palatine, called to invite me to 
test ride the new Yamaha V-Star 1100, I was a:. 
prepared not to like it. After all, the V-Star is the 
new bike that Yamaha brought out to replace 
their venerable Virago 1100, the bike that I per-
sonally ride and enjoy immensely. After nearly 
20 year run with the Virago being one at:. 

 Yamaha's all time best selling motorcycles, they 
decided it was time for a change. While the 
Virago was still hailed as a great riding and han-
dling bike, lately critics have claimed that it fell 
out of the ugly tree, and hit every branch on the 
way down. Those whose comments were a hi: 
more charitable, simply said that the late 70's 
chopper style bike needed to be redesigned for a 
more contemporary look. 
I showed up at the dealership with a bit of "OK, 
show me what ya got" attitude. Then I men-
tioned that I prefer to ride bikes with a wind-
shield. They. said, "No problem." A quick trip 
into Power Motorsports' huge parts departmerc, 
and a windshield was installed in 20 minutes. 
(So, they're trying to soften me up with kindness 
and efficiency, I thought to myself.) 
When they rolled out the two-tone Sparkle 
Maroon and Ivory V-Star, I had to grudging' 
admit that it was a really beautiful bike. It looked 
long, low and sleek, with it's deeply valance:: 
front and rear fenders, spoke wheels, shotgui 
pipes, and lots of chrome in all the right places. 
It bears a strong family resemblance to the larg 
er Road Star and Royal Star lines, both of whic 
are great looking rides. But looks take a bac'- 
seat to performance and handling, so I was anx-
ious to see how the V-Star would fare on the 
road. 
The V-Star uses the same basic 1100 cc, 75 -
degree, air cooled V-twin engine from the 
Virago, but with several refinements. Thoie 
became apparent as soon as I started the bik 
This engine has less vibration, feels smootht 
and has less mechanical chatter than the Virag -
The power comes on smoothly and has more 
torque at lower rpm's. While the V-Star lacks 
tachometer, it was easy to tell that at cruisirL2 
speeds, the engine wasn't turning as fast as the 
Virago engine would have. The exhaust note is 
also a bit quieter, but had enough of a 
throaty quality when you twisted the thro- 
tle to let you know there is some serious 
power underneath you. 
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The Fun Place To Shop! 

Right On Over To 

in Libertyville 
we're out to save you time and MONEY! 

s and we guarantee it IN WRITING! 

Come on in and see one of our top guns! 
There's Otis "My Man, He loves Us" Hacket, 

"Super Duper" Roger Cooper, 
and MO (just MO- no nickname) 

for the hottest deals in town! 

While you're of it, m 
newly remodeled 
and accessories s 
the newest toys! 

;CS 

w/purchase of tires at 
Banzai Motorsports. 
Not valid with other 

promotions or discounts. 
Offer expires June 30, 2000. I 
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Activities-August 2000 
1 	Top Cats' Meeting, 7:00 pm, O'Traina's, 

Wauconda, IL 

4-13 	Sturgis Rally and Races, Sturgis, SD, Road 
Captains: Bard Boand dpt Aug 3, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, dpt Aug 5 

18-20 Mercer Loon Fest, Mercer, WI, Road Captain: 
Windy Krepel 

20 	Palatine H.O.G. Breakfast Run, Suburban H-D 

22 	Top Cats' Charity Ride Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

27 	Top Cats' Progressive Dinner Ride, Road 
Captain: John Lunde, 9:00 AM, ENtertaining 
Tuna, RT 14, Barrington 

Contact Jim "Taz" Krepel, Activities Committee,(815)459- 
9345, for ideas, comments, or details on rides. 

Check the Top Cats' HotLine for all event details: (847) 622-3501  

KAUTION KORNER"  ' TT " V MY " 

BY TRAVELER 

"I NEVER SAW HIM!!!" GOD FORBID THAT THAT MIGHT BE 

YOUR EULOGY. MORE FATAL MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS HAP-

PEN AT INTERSECTIONS THAN ANY OTHER LOCATION. 

WE'VE ALL HEARD "LOUD PIPES SAVE LIVES." I DON'T 

HAVE ANY STATISTICS TO BACK THAT UP BUT, I WOULD 

SUBMIT THAT BRIGHT LIGHTS SAVE MORE LIVES THAN 

LOUD PIPES. BEING SEEN IS BEING PROACTIVE IN REDUC-

ING THE CHANCES OF SOMEONE PULLING INTO YOUR PATH. 

SOLUTION: RIDE WITH YOUR HIGH BEAM ON AND EVERY 

LIGHT YOU HAVE TURNED ON DURING THE DAY TO IMPROVE 

YOUR CHANCES OF BEING SEEN. BE  CAREFUL AT NIGHT 

NOT TO BLIND ONCOMING TRAFFIC WITH A HIGH BEAM. 

(NOT DIMMING YOUR HEADLIGHT AT NIGHT IS AN EXCEL-

LENT WAY TO GET PULLED OVER BY THE COPS.) AN EASY 

IMPROVEMENT TO BEING SEEN IS TO PURCHASE A "HIGH 

ENERGY" HEADLIGHT BULB. THESE BULBS ARE EXTREME-

LY BRIGHT REPLACEMENT BULBS FOR THE STOCK HEAD-

LIGHT BULB AND USUALLY PLACE NO ADDITIONAL LOAD ON 

YOUR ELECTRICAL SYSTEM. IN FACT, CAR QUEST, IN 

LIBERTYVILLE, IL (OWNED BY OUR OWN CRAIG MARTENS) 

SELLS A VERY POWERFUL PLATINUM BULB FOR AROUND 

$30. CHEAP COMPARED TO OTHER SOURCES AND THE 

SAFETY VALUE DERIVED. NOT CONVINCED? LOOK INTO THE 

HEADLIGHT ON MY ROAD KING SOME DAY. 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. • LIBERTYVILLE • (847) 362-7110 • www.banzaimotorsports.com  
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e-shopin.corn 
GOIN SHOPPING? - CHECK US OUT 

THE BEST ON-LINE SHOPPING MALL 

OVER 200 STORES WITH THE FINEST BRAND NAMES 

SECURE ON-LINE TRANSACTIONS 

www.E-shoppin.com  

'The Future of Online Commerce..." 

Minutes of the July  2000 Meeting 

Several guests were introduced, followed by  Traveler's 
Safety  tip: 5 things to do at intersections. 
1. Remember traction is reduced clue to fluids leaked 

onto the pavement by  cars. 
2. Check mirrors often to make sure cars coming up 

behind see you and not drive through you. 
3. Keep your bike in gear, in case you need to escape 

a driver coming up from behind who doesn't look 
like he'll stop. 

4. It's your responsibility  to clear the intersection. 
5. Yield to all traffic while turning or proceeding 

through intersection. They're bigger than you are. 

Sandy  Vernon spoke about her ride with other Top 
Cats on the Pony  Express Ride for breast cancer. 
She confirmed what we already  knew: Top Cats know 
how to ride well and safely  in groups, Top Cats are 
generous with charitable donations, and Top Cat 
members love to ride. 
Ric Case gave us an update on our Charit y  Ride. 
Posters to place in business windows, registration 
sheets, corporate sponsor pamphlets and letters are 
available from Ric. Raffle tickets are also available. 
Every  Top Cat is expected to sell tickets, bring in 
corporate sponsors, and work to get notoriety  for the 
event. This is OUR big fund-raiser for NISRA, and 
WE ALL MUST GET ON BOARD to help raise 
money. . . NOW. Brian Shahinian, from NISRA 
showed us a promotional video about NISRA and 
how our money  helps the disabled kids lead a better 
life. There are still many  Charity  Committee posi-
tions that NEED YOUR HELP, so please call Rick, 
or Ray  & Diane Caprio. 
Ric Case also announced the slate of officers for the 
coming year. They  are: Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
for President. Rik Lowry  for Vice President. Ken 

Glassman for Secretary. Jim Heniff for Treasurer. 
Sandy  Vernon as Board Director, along with Bard 
Boand, and Terry Kumro. George Lax will act as past 
President. 
Recent member, Russ Schliesmann Jr. spoke to us 
about his new Indian Motorcycle dealership about to 
open in Arlington Heights, on Rand and Camp 
McDonald Roads. He'll sell new Indians, Polaris 
Victory's, and Titan at his new store. 
The Progressive Brunch/Dinner will be held on 
August 27. John Lunde will have more information 
at the next meeting. Contact him for sign up. This 
event is open to MEMBERS ONLY, no guests, 
please. 
Bard Boand won $93 in the 50/50 raffle, and 
instead of buying the next round of drinks, he donat-
ed the money  to the kids at NISRA. 
If you are not receiving Roar, or if any  of your infor-
mation on our Membership Roster is wrong, contact 
Joe Rabanus at (630) 377-6228 or E-Mail at pure-
brass@Aol.com . We all want everything to be correct 
as much as you do. 

Minutes of the July Board Meeting 

Members present were Ken Glassman, Bard 
Boand, George Lax, Terry Kumro, Sandy 
Vernon, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Jim Irvine, Ric Case. 
The Top Cats welcomed the following new 
members: Duane LaMotte of Barrington, Russ 
Schliesmann Jr. of Arlington Heights, Lorraine 
Jo Polinsky of Ohio (we're branching out), John 
Olszewski of Glendale Heights, and Tom 
Smolinski of Schaumburg. 
Alicia Kumro has worked on a design for a new 
logo, and will make some changes to bring to 
the next meeting. This new logo will be in 
addition to, not a replacement for, our current 
logo patch which new members will still 
receive. 
Stefan Levy will begin the process of resurrect-
ing a Professional Membership Directory, 
which will list the business that all our members 
are in and pertinent information, so that we 
can continue to promote one of the original 
purposes of our club, which is to be a business 
networking organization. 
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Hey, everybody READ THIS !! 
By Hawkeye 

We have had a lot of new members in the past 
few months. I should know, I vote to approve 
all of them. But unfortunately, I have only met a 
few because it's sometimes hard to do during a 
crowded meeting, or even on rides. It reminded 
me of how I felt 3 years ago as a new member. 
Not quite sure who was who. Not quite under-
standing the good natured ribbing and joking 
around that went on at meetings or on rides. A 
bit hesitant to jump into the conversation, or 
offer up opinions. 

I had joined Top Cats in December, and went to 
all the meetings that winter. I went on some 
rides that summer, and finally knew a dozen or 
so people well enough to chat with. But it was-
n't until I worked on the Charity Ride that fall 
that I REALLY felt part of the club. That's when 
I got to meet other members working on a com-
mittee, and had to learn their name, and they 
had to learn mine. And my committee had to 
work with another one, so I got to meet even 
more people. That's how I came to really know 

some of these Top Cats; by seeing up close the 
sincerity of commitment they had to the club, 
and to the charity. I learned about their work, 
their family, their riding history, and came away 
being able to say, "Hey, these are some good 
people here." And I guess many came away 
with the same feeling about me. I know I felt 
good inside about helping to raise a lot of 
money for disabled kids. After that experience, 
every meeting was more enjoyable, since I had 
a wider circle of people to connect with. Every 
ride was more fun, as I was able to become "one 
of the guys." 

So I am urging ALL recent members to do what 
I did. Volunteer to help on a committee. It's not 
rocket science (they let me do it, didn't they?). 
We're a club of professionals and entrepreneurs, 
so everybody is capable. It's the BEST way to 
meet new people. It's the BEST way for people 
to get to know you. It's the BEST way to get a 
feel for what the Top Cats is all about. And it's 
the BEST way to become "one of the boys." Or, 
"one of the girls." (our by-laws state you have to 
choose one or the other - NOT BOTH) 

SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM FOX 	
RT - 12 	ce-cfe> SIFT 

wed 	FOX LAKE 
Mercury 	847 587-3400 www.foxlakeford.com  

"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 
LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 

CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 
EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 

• , t4:*.tvlmtwoa****g: 
 TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 

SAVE 25% 	 4 t' 	 0 
.,; 	on all bedliners or running boards 	0 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 

  with the purchase of ANY 	
0 N .,,,. 0 

new or used vehicle 	N 	 SALES - SERVICE - LEASING %Nnowm-xa'aR0wwwwsmswww,* 
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Engine: 
Displacement 
Transmission; 
Final Drive: 
Overall Length: 
Wheelbase: 
Seat Height: 
Fuel Capacity: 
Dry weight 
List price: 

Air-cooled 75-degree V-twin 
1100 cc 
5-speed 
Shaft 
97 inches 
64.8 inches 
27.9 inches 
4.5 gallons 
599 pounds 
$8,099 single color, 
$8,199 two tone paint 

CONTINUE() FROM PAGE....6 

The suspension feels a bit soft, but never mushy. 
It handles broken pavement, railroad tracks, and 
expansion joints with ease. Even pavement irreg-
ularities in mid corner won't upset it. The V-Star 
corners well, although the floorboards reduce 
lean angle a bit too much. While not "tossable", 
the bike feels light and nimble. The wide han-
dlebars give you plenty of leverage to place the 
bike just where you want it in the turns. It tracks 
well, so there isn't much need for mid turn steer-
ing corrections. 
The brakes are excellent with dual disc, twin pis-
ton calipers up front, and a single disc in the 
rear. The adjustable lever has a solid beefy feel 
to it, as does the clutch lever. Both levers require 
a fairly light pull to operate. The transmission is 
a gem, with solid, sure feeling shifts from the 
heal-toe shifter. The shaft drive felt smooth with 
no gear lash. 
Ergonomically, the bike works well. For those 
who are inseam challenged, like myself, the 27.9 
inch seat height makes it easy to put both feet flat 
on the ground. Parking lot maneuvers are easy to 
execute. The floorboards and foot controls are 
well placed for a comfortable, fairly upright, rid-
ing position, although I suspect that riders with 
very long legs may find it uncomfortable. 
The controls are easy to use, and where you'd 
expect them to be. On the left you have the high 
beam switch, self canceling turn signals, choke, 
and horn. The right side has the engine cut-off 
switch, and starter. The ignition switch and fork 
lock are somewhat inconveniently located on 
the side of the upper frame, behind the front 
fork. The tank top mounted speedometer looks 
good, but you need to take your eyes off the road 
to look at it, and the green neutral light is hard to 
see when the sun is out. The wide tank hold 4.5 
gallons of fuel, so you should expect a cruising 
range of about 160 miles before you'll need the 
reserve. 
There are a few pimples on this pretty face. I 
wish Yamaha had carried over the tachometer 
and center stand from the Virago. The wide sad-
dle, which is reminiscent of an old Indian Chief 
(the motorcycle, not Sitting Bull) lacks lower 
back support, and feels too firm on long rides. 
The first thing I'd do is call Mustang, and have 
them overnight a new seat. The next thing I'd do 
is replace the horn. I use a horn often, as a safe-
ty feature, to make sure drivers pulling out from 
driveways or side roads know I'm there. The first 
time I hit 2 short blasts on the V-Star, I felt like I 
was in a Road Runner cartoon. I expected to see 
Wile E. Coyote running up beside me. Yamaha 

must use the Acme Horn Company as their sup-
plier. If you don't change it, you'll be too embar-
rassed to use it. 
To sum up, Yamaha seems to have built a good 
looking middleweight cruiser, with the size and 
power of a heavyweight, and the lightweight 
price of $8,200. Beware, however, if you are 
into personalizing your bike. Once you look in 
Yamaha's Accessory Catalogue, and see all the 
really neat add-ons and chrome bits, you can 
easily push the price up to over 10 large. 
Is this V-Star a worthy successor to the Virago? 
Absolutely. It is definitely nice to look at. On 
long rides and touring, the engine refinements, 
longer wheelbase, and fatter tires produce a 
much smoother and more enjoyable riding expe-
rience. But on those short day trips to your 
favorite twisting roads, the Virago feels sportier, 
and more exciting to ride. This is a bike that even 
a novice rider could buy without being over-
whelmed by it, and still not have to worry about 
outgrowing it. When the time comes to replace 
my Virago, the V-Star will definitely be a bright 
blip on my radar screen. 

2000 YAMAHA V-STAR SPECS: 
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1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone: 773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 
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	 847-428-3400 
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1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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THE BEST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

\ 	PURCHASE LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

ORDER ON-LIME 
CIGARS 	WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 	 800 367 0153 ORDER 24 HR. 

CARLBENDER@not.com 	 847-381.5652 Local. NUMBER 

&mow 

Gizmos, Gadgets, and Gear 
By Traveler 

Many miles, many wasted hours and, way too much 
humiliation, motivated me to pack certain items for 
a long trip. Some I've used, some I've loaned, but all 
of them contribute to peace of mind even though my 
saddle bags look like a microcosm of Fred 
Sandford's junk yard. When you ride, whether it's 
local or across the Nation, here's a list of items that 
you'll find useful: 

Anti fog 	 Matches/lighter 
Aspirin 	 Medical insurance card 
Bandanna 	 Medical alert card 
Bottle water 	Medication 
Bug spray 	 Next of Kin card 
Bungee cords 	Padlock 
Chap stick 
	

Rain-X 
Combination tools 	Siphon hose 
Copy of insurance 	Small first aid kit 
Copy of license 	Small towel in ziplock 
Copy of registration 	Spare nuts/bolts 
Credit, phone, gas cards 
Spare sun & night glass es 
Duct tape 	 Sun tan lotion 
Electrical tape 	Tire gage 
Flashlight 
	 Tire seal/inflater 

Fuses 	 Tire valve 
Glass cleaner 	Toilet tissue 
Grease pencil 
	

Toll change 
Helmet, glasses screws Warrantee card 
Locktite 	 Wire ties 
Lubricants 	 Ziplock bags 

The smaller, the better. A few inches of electrical 
tape, sample sizes of Windex, Rain - X in a small 
spray bottle, and combo tools take up very little of 
that precious saddlebag space. For long trips, partic-
ularly with a passenger, remember to leave space for 
all of those souvenirs and T-shirts you're going to 
buy or, fill out FedEx labels in advance and take 
them with you to ship stuff back. There are many 
ways to save saddlebag space limited only by imag-
ination. Rule of thumb: Never haul two items that 
can perform the same function. One of our members 
(who is an Activities Chairman but will remain 
nameless) has a unique space - saving technique. 
On long rides, he only wears his old, worn out 
underware. When he's through with them, he just 
throws them away. In his case, that saves a LOT of 
space! Finally, when you ride long distances with a 
group, it makes no sense for every rider to have a tire 
gage, and a set of tools. Coordinate in advance so 
each rider carries something different but, as a 
group, you have everything you need. 
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